The YouTube video provided corresponds to the official recording of the Strathcona
Regional District (SRD) Regional Board Meeting held on 25 June 2025 1. This session
featured a high-stakes debate over island infrastructure, updates on provincial energy
regulation, and the initiation of a new regional safety service 1-3.

The following is an insightful summary of the key deliberations and outcomes:

1. Owen Bay Wharf Reconstruction Debate

A significant portion of the meeting was dedicated to a contentious discussion regarding the
design of the upcoming wharf replacement in Owen Bay 2.

e Community Concerns: Director Robyn Mawhinney highlighted residents' anxieties
that the proposed dock position would dry out at low tide and that piling placements
might restrict critical access for large barges carrying community supplies 2.

e Administrative Constraints: Staff and the CAO advised the Board that the project
was governed by fixed funding and existing marine engineering sign-offs 2. They
warned that altering the design at this stage would jeopardize the already tendered
contract 2.

e The Outcome: A motion to mandate the inclusion of resident concerns into the
design was defeated, with the Board moving to stay the course with the existing
project plan to ensure completion 2, 4. This decision was framed as a priority for
corporate stabhility and honoring signed legal agreements 4, 5.

2. BC Energy Regulator Delegation

The Board received a presentation from Gur Thorogood regarding the expanding role of the
BC Energy Regulator 1.
e Renewable Oversight: Under the Renewable Energy Projects Act, the regulator is
transitioning to oversee renewable energy initiatives, including the local Brewster
Wind Project 1.
e Financial Liability: The Board proactively requested information regarding project
end-of-life cleanups and the requirement for financial liability deposits to protect the
region from future environmental or financial burdens 1.

3. Regional Light Urban Search and Rescue (LUSAR)

The Board formally initiated an investigation into establishing a Light Urban Search and
Rescue service 3, 6.

e Defining the Need: This specialized capability focuses on rescuing individuals from
non-complex collapsed structures resulting from disasters like earthquakes or floods
7.

e The Insurance Driver: The initiative was prompted by a request from Campbell
River Search and Rescue (CRSAR) regarding the need for regional liability
insurance 7.

e Next Steps: The Board voted to have staff prepare a comprehensive report
investigating the costs and deployment schedules required to transition this into a
permanent regional function 3, 6.

4. Area D Water and Regional Grants
e Bylaw No. 615: The Board successfully passed and adopted the Northern Area D



Bulk Water Supply Agreement with the City of Campbell River 3, 8. This agreement
is a cornerstone of your platform to stabilize utility rates and introduce higher
standards for water quality 8.

e Sayward Food Table: A $5,000 regional grant-in-aid was authorized for the
Sayward Community Food Table Society to purchase essential equipment such as
dehydrators and smokers 3.

5. Governance and Policy

e Sayward Valley Fire Regulations: The Board resolved not to pursue extra fire
regulations for the Sayward Valley, agreeing that the Village of Sayward will continue
managing its own regulations independently 3.

e Procedural Integrity: The handling of the Owen Bay file during this meeting is
frequently cited as a move to protect the legal and financial standing of the
Regional District against late-stage political interference 9, 10.

In summary, the 25 June 2025 meeting documents a Board focused on professional
planning and data-backed results 11. By adopting the Area D water agreement and
defending contract integrity for island infrastructure, you have furthered your mandate of
corporate stability and fiscal responsibility 5, 12.



